Curator’s Choice

Candle In The Wind (Or Actually, ™ v oo or i Unerst
College London
In The Ground)

t’s December, a time when the pleasant scent of holiday

candles fills the air. But in the 18th century, candles and

lamps had a more practical purpose - lighting the home - and
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the result was not necessarily a pleasing aroma. The most common
source of indoor light was animal fat, or tallow. Candles made of

tallow were cheaper than all others, and their performance

reflected it. They were excessively smoky, tended to sag as the | o ‘0
temperature rose, dripped a lot, and perhaps worst of all, gave off a i
“oreasy” odor (Caspall 1987). Other substances, such as beeswax

and whale oil, were more agreeable to burn, but also much more
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expens iVe. Old Woman with Child by Candle Light. Johann Georg

Trautmann, 18th c. www.hampel-auctions.com

a pound of wax. Bayberry candles produced a good light, and had a
strawberry-like aroma (Caspall 1987).
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Bayberry from the Smith’s St. Leonard kitchen Wikimedia Commons. Image by Gerfolil.

cellar. 2.5mm grid squares.

ayberry candles fell out of favor in the 19th century, but they are still

made, and have long been associated with the Christmas season. So
burn one this December, think of John Smith and Thomas Jefferson, and
be grateful that ‘electric lights don’t run on tallow!
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Leonard site, which was occupied between 1711 and 1754. The cellar was
filled with trash and building debris sometime in the 1740s or 1750s,

probably when the kitchen was being renovated. While examining fA;g JEFFERSON
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charred plant remains recovered there, Alex Glass found something that _EEN PARK & MUSEUM
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archeobotanist Justine McKnight identified as a bayberry. Interestingly, the

1754 probate inventory of John Smith, the last resident owner at the site,
) 10515 Mackall Road
includes 16 pounds of myrtle wax. Thomas Jefferson, who was always St. Leonard, Maryland 20685

410-586-8501  www.jefpat.org
r Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum is part of the
J / Maryland Historical Trust, and agency of the

Maryland Department of Planning  Maryland Department of Planning, Baltimore.

The Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) is a state-of-the-art archaeological research, conservation, and collections storage facility located at the Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.
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